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SHORELINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE RECEIVES 
$197,303 GRANT FROM AMGEN FOUNDATION TO 
ENGAGE STUDENTS IN SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY 

 
Amgen Biotech Experience Has Reached 15,000 Students in Pacific NW 

– Bringing Biotechnology to the Classroom 
 

Shoreline, WA (Nov. 1, 2013) – Shoreline Community College has received a $197,303 grant 
over the next two years from the Amgen Foundation to implement the Amgen Biotech 
Experience, an innovative science education program, in approximately 34 schools in Pacific 
Northwest. This program provides a real-world biotech lab experience to middle and high schools 
in Amgen’s U.S. and United Kingdom (U.K.) communities. 
 
 “SCC is excited to continue bringing the Amgen Biotech Experience to classrooms in our 
community,” said Adrienne Houck, Outreach Manager. “The students and teachers who 
participate in this program are given the tools and resources to bring science to life and inspire 
students to want to learn more about biotechnology.” 
 
Since 2008 in Shoreline Community College, the Amgen Biotech Experience (formerly known as 
the Amgen-Bruce Wallace Biotechnology Lab Program) has introduced more than 15,000 
students in secondary school classrooms to contemporary science techniques, including 
comprehensive teacher training. Teachers are given a robust, hands-on, inquiry-based biology 
curriculum, in addition to a full suite of transportable, research-grade equipment and supplies, at 
no cost to the participating schools. Utilizing Nobel Prize-winning discoveries to prepare a 
recombinant DNA molecule which carries a gene for red fluorescent protein, students follow 
many of the steps biotechnology researchers use to produce medicines. 
 
“The success of the Amgen Biotech Experience is due in large part to the grantees in our 
communities,” said Jean Lim Terra, president of the Amgen Foundation. “The collaboration with 
undergraduate institutions and nonprofit organizations helps give students real-world, hands-on 
lab experience to introduce them to the excitement of biotechnology and scientific discovery.”  
 
Since the Amgen Biotech Experience was established in 1990, more than 300,000 students 
throughout the U.S. and U.K. have engaged in the program’s molecular biology labs using 
relevant curricula, tools and techniques. In 2013, the Amgen Foundation will give more than $2.5 
million in grants to community colleges, universities and nonprofit organizations that lead and 
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support the Amgen Biotech Experience in different regions across the country where Amgen has 
a presence, bringing the total committed to nearly $8 million.  
 
Beginning this year, Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC) will apply its deep experience in 
designing and delivering high-quality science education programs to establishing a Program 
Office for the Amgen Biotech Experience. Working closely with existing sites, EDC will build on 
the assets of the program and implement strategies to enrich the program, including the 
introduction of a new strengthened curriculum for this school year. 
 
For more information, please visit www.amgenbiotechexperience.com.   
 
“We know that students need access to hands-on, engaging science early and often. All 
students should get an opportunity to see how science plays an active role in their lives and 
their future. We thank the Amgen Foundation for providing scientific equipment and true 
science applications for our local science teachers and their students. We invite all life 
science middle school and biology, AP and biotechnology high school teachers to participate 
in this STEM opportunity. Biotechnology is STEM.” Adrienne Houck, ABE Outreach 
Manager in the Seattle and surrounding areas. 
 
About Amgen Foundation 
The Amgen Foundation seeks to advance science education; improve patient access to quality 
care; and strengthen the communities where Amgen staff members live and work. To date, the 
Foundation has donated over $200 million in grants to nonprofit organizations throughout the 
United States, Puerto Rico and Europe that impact society in inspiring and innovative ways, and 
those that provide disaster relief efforts both domestically and internationally.  
 
For more information, visit www.amgen.com/citizenship/overview.html and follow us on 
www.twitter.com/AmgenFoundation.  
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