Above: As one of
Amgen's first staff
members, Bruce
Wallace located
the space for what

would become
Building 1 in
Thousand Oaks.
Recognizing the
need for more in-
depth molecular

biology and biotech-

nology training,
he helped found
The Amgen-Bruce

Wallace
Biotechnology

Lab Program at
Pierce College in
Woodland Hills,
California. The
workshops have
provided hands-on
activities and
theory exploration
for more than six
hundred teachers
and one hundred
thousand students
since it began

in 1990.

In Memorium: Bruce Wallace

Bruce Wallace, one of Amgen's first staff members, tragically died in a
paragliding accident on September 20, 2002, in the Sierra Nevada
Mountains, just eight months after retiring from Amgen. With sparkling
eyes and inexhaustible energy, Bruce is remembered for his wit, passion,

and loyalty to his friends and colleagues, and his love for his wife and

four children. 2

In 1980, Bruce Wallace was a thirty-two-year-old post-doctoral
student in Winston Salser’s lab at the University of California, Los
Angeles. Salser, Amgen’s founding scientist, asked Wallace to find space
for a new start-up called Applied Molecular Genetics.

It was important to be close to the University of California
campuses at Los Angeles and Santa Barbara as well as the
California Institute of Technology for interchange. Yet

Bruce thought outside the box and considered Newbury
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Park. While it wasn’t near any university, the homes were
affordable.

Wallace also wanted a location away from the e

e=ploy Wallace, who
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smog, with a low cost of living, excellent schools, and
room for expansion. That spring, he took out a lease

for three thousand square feet of office space in what is T e e
now Building 1 on the Amgen campus. There was no s e e s e

luding F.I.C.A. or ot

furniture when he and the architect began designing i i

the interiors, so they sat on the floor and mapped
out offices, a dish room, a cold room, and several

Above: A 1980

lab spaces.
. <) loyment
For twenty-two years Wallace worked as Amgen’s jack-of-all- e
agreement with
Bruce Wallace

trades, in the beginning helping with nuts-and-bolts operations such
as recruiting, human resources, facilities, and purchasing. Just before
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EWBURY PARK —
“Biology is no longer

lne science of cutting

nd worms

and lookmg at_mice,” said
Bruce Wallace, a facilities plan-
ning and safety manager at

gen

That is especially true for
science students in the Conejo
Valley, Las Virgenes, Oak Park

who will get a chance to work
with DNA and gene cloning,
thanks to Amgen.

A grant from Amgen to the
Conejo Valley Unified School
District is_enabling Newbury
Park High Sebool biologyteack-
er Hugh Nelson to spend this
Sehool year working with Wal-
lace md dmlupmg a genetic

enginee: rogram. Nelson
il then help taachers praseat
the program to their students.

“That's a pretty nice coopera-

Unified School District Super-
intendent William Seaver sai
The genetic engineering pro-

includes the teacher intern pro-
gram re series.
£en put together  ab for the
projects, at a cost of
Shout$10.00 Wallce st
‘The lab is simple enough that
it can be done without compli-
cations and if there are prob-
ems, Amgen researchers wil

Nelson sai
The hb don not ln\'ol\‘! hu-
man genes or germs. It parallels

rt  what genetic znxlmring labs

are doing across the count
Nelson said.

In the plasmid fusion lab
students will take plasmid,
which s a piece of DNA, from
bacteria and use enzymes to cut
the DNA, then put it back
together in different pieces so
Lhcy get a new organism, he

__— Bruce Wallace

and Moorpark school distriets, tive program,” Conejo Valley be just a phone call away,

Reading,
Writing
and Genetic'
Engineering

Biotechnology
headed for Conejo
area high school
classrooms under
Amgen program

hm ex!remely excited. I'sa  chance of a lifetime for me,"
said an enthusiastic Nel

Nelson was chosen after he
participated in a teacher intern
program at Amgen in 1989. He
was selected because he helped

develop ways to move the ex-
periments into the classroom,
Wallace said.

“He was in the right place at
the right time and showed a lot
of interest in the development,”
he said.

“Bruce knew our
society needed to
produce top-
quality scientists if
Amgen was going
to be successful.
He felt strongly
that science
deserved more
emphasis in the
educational sys-
tem, so he estab-
lished a ‘lab kit
program in coop-
eration with our
scientists and local
high schools. He
was passionate
about doing the
right thing.”

Nelson has been teaching for
20 years, 18 of those at Newbu-
ry Park High School. He holds a
master’s degree in biology from
Harvard University and a bach-
elor’s degree in botany from the
Unirersty o ichgan,

“This is really quite rare,”
Wallace said of the sehoal
project. Only a small portion
schools in the nation, about e
3 100, have genetc engineer

ing programs, mated.
o forna, th local school
distriets will be the only ones
south of Santa Cruz to have such
a program, Nelson said.
The teachers are all very
excifed about the program, i

Hl\mk they're enthused that
someone is making an effort to
‘make their job easier as well as
more up to date,” Nelson said.

He is worried, though, that
apathetic students might not
appreciate it

‘They are not very excited by
school so it is hard to generate
enough enmusmm to show
them and
d |lTerﬂ|L he sl

Still, “the bﬂlhl Hd! hv'
that they're being
something real specm Nel.wn

noted.

They are aware of DNA, but
after hey participatein the b
theyll be able to say “T touched
it and Theld it in my hand,” be

Amzen is working with the
schools because most of its stafl
‘members are highly educated
and some are former educators,
Wallace said.

“We're a company that's built
on education and as individuals
we value education because of
it,” he said, adding that about a
quarter of the staf have docto-

(u

are where we are
lhmu(h education,” Wallace

N tucated people make bet-

ter choices. They make greater

contributions and this country
needs that,” be said.

HOLLY McP ARLANDINews Chvoricie
Newbury Park High School biology teacher Hugh Neison will spend this year working with
Ahmgnn o develop a genetic engineering program which he will help other teachers present to
their students.

— Susan Baros,
environmental health
and safety,
hired in 1992

Above left: An
October 1990
Thousand Oaks
News Chronicle
article on the pro-
gram started by
Wallace 7op:
Teachers Hugh
Nelson and Marty
Ikkanda help admin-
ister the Biotech
Lab. Middle: Wallace
and Gordon Binder
most wonderful, fun, interesting, and unpretentious person I've ever RS SO
tion in 2000

Above: Amgen'’s
environmental
health & safety
group gathers
'round the
Christmas tree in
1992. Clockwise
from bottom left:
Marcia Brandt,
Scott Trousdale,
Ted Quiroz, Bruce
Wallace, Ken
Backer, Susan
Baros, Sommer
Dean, Regina
Pacheco, and
Shirley O'Donnell

his retirement, he headed up Amgen’s office of environmental health
and safety. He also initiated a local high school education series now
named “The Amgen—Bruce Wallace Biotechnology Lab Program.”
“He cared about people, community, education, and learning,
and had a profound passion for life,” remembers Scott Trousdale,
senior manager of environmental health and safety and a colleague
and friend of Wallace’s. “But more than anything else, his wife and
family were his prized possessions. All in all, Bruce was just the

been around.” A




